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Paper Education: 12 Markers 

SAM 1 

● Discuss how far sociologists agree that the main function of the education system is to serve the needs of the 
economy. 

● Discuss how far sociologists agree that a student’s socialisation experiences in the home are the main reason 
for differences in their educational achievement. 

SAM 2 

● Discuss how far sociologists would agree that gender differences in educational achievement are mainly due to 
factors inside schools. 

● Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the main function of today’s education system is to transmit the 
norms and values of society.  

2019 

● Discuss how far sociologists would agree that a student’s social class is the main factor affecting their 
educational achievement. 

● Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the education system prepares students for capitalist society.  

2020 

● Discuss how far sociologists would agree that gender differences in educational achievement are mainly due to 
factors outside schools. 

● Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the education system enables upward social mobility. 

2021 

● Discuss how far sociologists would agree that family background is the most important factor in explaining 
differences in students’ educational achievement.  

● Discuss how far sociologists would agree that in-school factors are the main reasons for gender-based 
differences in subject options and career choices. 

2022 

● Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the way in which students are grouped together within the 
school can have a significant effect on their educational performance. 

● Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the main function of the education system is to teach children 
how to become part of society. 

2023 

● Discuss how far sociologists would agree that ethnic differences in educational achievement are mainly due to 
factors inside schools. 

● Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the main function of the education system is to prepare students 
for work. 
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