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WEEKLY PARENT & CARER BULLETIN   
5 OCTOBER  TO 9 OCTOBER  

 
KEY DATES FOR THE TERM AHEAD   

Events  Dates  

Open Morning  5 Oct  

Community Languages Coffee Morning  7 Oct 
Inter-tutor Singing competition 9 Oct  

Year 13 Parent Success Evening 8 Oct  

‘Helping Your Child Stay Safe Online Coffee Morni ng 14 Oct 

Sixth Form Open Evening 15 Oct 

Drayton Manor 96th Birthday Celebration 21 Oct 

Half Term Break 22 Oct  – 30 Oct  

 
1. STUDENT ABSENCE REMINDER  

To ensure the safety and wellbeing of all students, parents/carers must report any student 
absence before 8:30am on each day of absence. Absences should be reported either via 
the MyEd app or by emailing studentabsence@draytonmanorhighschool.co.uk. 
Prompt reporting enables the school to complete safeguarding checks and maintain accurate 
attendance records. Parents/carers are also reminded that routine appointments, including 
dental, medical and other non-urgent appointments, should be arranged outside of school 
hours wherever possible. This helps to minimise disruption to learning and supports students 

in maintaining strong attendance. 
 

2. WEEKLY  WEBSITE  WINS  – CHECK  WITH  LMI 
Each week, we'll be shining a spotlight on a different feature of our school website. This week, 
we're highlighting our School Uniform  page, where you'll find everything you need to know 
about uniform expectations and requirements. Please click here to see our full uniform guide.  

 
3. OPEN MORNING – MONDAY 5 OCTOBER  

On Monday 5 October, there will be an Open Morning for prospective Parents/Carers of 
current Year 6 students. This morning is for Parents/Carers who missed our Open Evening and 
are interested in their child attending the school. The morning will include an introduction 
about the school followed by guided tours led by a member of staff and two Sixth Form 
students. Please click here if you would like to attend. 
 

4. YEAR 13 SUCCESS IN SIXTH FORM EVENING  – THURSDAY 8 OCTOBER  
Parents and carers of Year 13 students are invited to attend our Success in Sixth Form Evening 
in the Sixth Form Building. This event will provide important information and guidance to 
support students through their final year of sixth form, including academic expectations, key 
milestones, post-18 pathways and the support available to help them achieve success. Parents 
and carers should arrive from 4:45pm, with the presentation beginning at 5:15pm and 
concluding at 6:00pm. Refreshments will be available. Pl ease note that entrance will be via 
the student entrance to the Sixth Form Building and not through Main Reception. Please click 
here to sign up for this event. 
 
 
 

https://www.draytonmanorhighschool.co.uk/uniform.html
https://www.ticketsource.com/drayton-manor-high-school/open-morning-monday-5-october-9-15am-10-05am/2026-10-05/09:15/t-ejqplvv
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=iYn3rziWp0eNI4TyuLlMi2iFO0Y_whlMlEqTpQu5HRxUN1hCTUVLNkdRTklUODVLQ1EzUDZFMjBMVi4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=iYn3rziWp0eNI4TyuLlMi2iFO0Y_whlMlEqTpQu5HRxUN1hCTUVLNkdRTklUODVLQ1EzUDZFMjBMVi4u&route=shorturl
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5. YEAR 7 INTER -TUTOR SINGING COMPETITION – FRIDAY 9 OCTOBER  
Excitement is building as our Inter-Tutor Singing Competition  takes place on Friday 9 
October  as part of this year's House Music Festival . 
Students have been busy selecting, rehearsing and perfecting their performances, and we are 
looking forward to seeing each tutor group take to the stage with confidence, enthusiasm and 
plenty of house spirit. 
Songs being performed:  

• 7E I'm Still Standing - Elton John 
• 7F  Riptide – Vance Joy 
• 7G Viva La Vida - Cold Play  
• 7H Never Gonna Give You Up - Rick Astley  
• 7I I Want You Back - Jackson 5 
• 7J I Want It That Way - Backstreet Boys 
• 7K Happy - Pharrel Williams  
• 7L Wavin' Flag - K'naan  

There is even more to play for this year, as the winning tutor groups  from each year will earn 
the opportunity to perform again at our Year 7 Concert on Wednesday 4 November  and will 
receive tutor group winning prizes! 
We encourage all students to continue preparing actively for their performance by learning 
lyrics, practising regularly and bringing energy and commitment to rehearsals. Every voice 
counts, and success will come from teamwork, confidence and enthusiastic participation. 
We wish all tutor groups the very best of luck and look forward to a fantastic celebration of 
music, talent and house pride. 
 

6. SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING 2026  – THURSDAY 15 OCTOBER  
Year 11 students and their parents/carers are invited to attend our Sixth Form Open Evening 
to learn more about joining Drayton Manor Sixth Form in September 2027. Visitors will have 
the opportunity to meet staff and students, explore our excellent facilities, and find out more 
about the wide range of academic and enrichment opportunities available. The Headteacher's 
presentation will begin promptly at 5.15pm. 
 
Students should attend in full school uniform. Entry is by pre-booked ticket only. Please click 
here to book your free ticket.  We look forward to welcoming you to Drayton Manor Sixth 
Form. 

 

7. MUSICAL INSTRUMENT  SIGN UPS  
If your child would like to sign up for musical instrument lessons, please click here to complete 
the form.  
 

8. CHESS CLUB RETURNS WITH GRANDMASTER DAMIAN LEMOS  – WEDNESDAY 
LUNCHTIMES , THE ATELIER  
We are delighted to announce the return of our highly successful Chess Club, led by 
Grandmaster Damian Lemos. Following the popularity of last year's programme, students 
once again have the opportunity to learn from an international chess expert, develop strategic 
thinking skills, and enjoy competitive play with their peers. 
 
Students wishing to participate must complete the Microsoft Forms registration on 
Satchel One . Places are limited and demand is expected to be high, so we encourage students 
to sign up as soon as possible. This club will take place Wednesday lunchtimes in the Atelier.  

https://www.ticketsource.com/booking/t-vxjgkmg
https://www.ticketsource.com/booking/t-vxjgkmg
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=iYn3rziWp0eNI4TyuLlMiyUhTdXmze1Bvz96KZzScnZUNFlCR1NHQVpRMU04U0Y0VFhYRzBUVTRJNy4u&route=shorturl
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9. FENCING CLUB OPPORTUNITIES – YEAR 8 ENRICHMENT ( WEDNESDAY  3.40pm 
– YEAR 8  AND YEAR 9  STUDENTS, IN THE DOWNSTAIRS GYM)  
We are delighted to announce that we have introduced Fencing as an additional enrichment 
opportunity. During the pilot phase, this will be open to Year 8 students only. Any students 
interested in attending the Fencing Club collect permission slip from the PE office. Places are 
limited so please sign up now. 
 

10. HOMEWORK  
Homework plays an important role in reinforcing learning, securing knowledge and helping 
students develop independence, organisation and effective study habits. 
All homework is set through Satchel One and students are expected to record homework tasks 
and deadlines in their school diary. To help students manage their workload, the school 
operates a dedicated homework timetable, with homework typically set on speci fic days for 
each subject and issued with a one-week completion window. Parents and carers can support 
their child's learning by regularly checking Satchel One for homework tasks, deadlines and 
feedback. Guidance on accessing and using Satchel One can be found via the Satchel One 
Parents & Carers Help Centre found HERE. The 2026-27 Homework Timetable is available via 
the homework section of the school website and can also be accessed using the link  HERE.  

 
11. WEEKLY PLANNER CHECK  

Please remember to review and sign your child's planner/diary each week. The planner helps 
students record homework, stay organised, and share important school information. Your 
regular check and signature provide valuable support and help us work together to ensure your 
child is successful in school. Thank you for your continued support. 

 

12. SATCHEL ONE , MYED APP, AND PARENTPAY  GUIDANCE  
Please click on the links below for helpful information to support your child. 
Satchel One  
MyEd App  
ParentPay 

 

13. COFFEE MORNING REMINDER   
We are delighted to invite you to our Autumn Half  Term 1 Coffee Morning Series. Our coffee 
mornings provide an opportunity for parents and carers to meet with members of the school 
team, learn more about topics that support children's wellbeing and development, and 
connect with other families in our school community. Sessions are informal, welcoming, and 
include time for questions and discussion with staff at the end. Home Language coffee 
mornings take place throughout the year in a number of languages. 
 
All sessions will take place from 9:30am to 10:00am. Please arrive from 9.15am for hot drinks 
and refreshments, the presentation will begin at 9.30am. 
Next  session: Wednesday 14 October  Online Safety  - Helping Your Child Stay Safe Online. 
To confirm your attendance please click here to fill out the form. 
 

14. FREE SCHOOL MEALS UPDATE  
We would like to make families aware of recent updates to Free School Meals eligibility. If you 
receive Universal Credit, your child may now be entitled to free school meals, and we 
encourage you to apply through Ealing Council.  

 

https://help.satchelone.com/en/collections/1695420-parents-carers
https://dmhs-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/akh_draytonmanorhighschool_co_uk/IQB-r_WudMxuTL1WBNeeGbONASZ-7OgRjgGIkPaKd2fJ_AA?e=9uSPbu
https://www.draytonmanorhighschool.co.uk/satchel-one.html
https://www.draytonmanorhighschool.co.uk/myed-app.html
https://parenthelp.parentpaygroup.com/csp?id=ppg_emp_taxonomy_topic_customer&topic_id=199439e21bf39250dffc2f04b24bcb1c&in_context=true
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=iYn3rziWp0eNI4TyuLlMi5DWE-PWRiVEqjdwI7aKgkNUQkw5Wlg2TkNQSzhMNFM2UFFRMVpONzJOVC4u&route=shorturl
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Ealing Council will contact the school directly informing us of a list for students who are 
eligible and we will update our records. Once we update SIMS it takes around 24 hours to sync 
to Parent Pay and our catering system. If after 24 hours it has not changed, Parents/Carer s 
should send the school a letter of confirmation they received which we will use to contact 
Ealing Council directly. 

 

15. TALKING TEEN PARENTING SESSIONS  
Talking Teens is a practical and supportive programme that helps parents and carers navigate 
the challenges of raising teenagers. Learn effective ways to improve communication, 
understand teenage behaviour, manage conflict, and strengthen family relationships, 
alongside other parents facing similar experiences. Please click here for more information and 
to share with parents and carers who may find this support helpful. 
 

16. YOUR STREET, YOUR SPACE DESIGN COMPETITION  
We are delighted to share an exciting new opportunity for students to take part in the Ealing 
Street Design Competition . Students are invited to imagine what a street in Ealing could look 
like over the next 5 to 15 years  and bring their vision to life. Entries can be submitted as a 
drawing, or for those who prefer writing, students may choose to express their ideas through 
a letter or poem. Full competition details and entry guidelines have been shared with students. 
The closing date for entries is Friday 23 October  (the end of this half term). We encourage all 
students to get involved and showcase their creativity and ideas for the future of our local 
community. As part of the competition, selected entries will be displayed in a new public space 
at Perceval House, Ealing Council's offices, giving students the opportunity to share their work 
with the wider community. While this is a future -focused competition, students are 
encouraged to think creatively while keeping their designs realistic and achievable. We look 
forward to seeing their innovative ideas and imaginative visions for the future of Ealing's 
streets. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://padlet.com/EalingFSN/ealing-family-support-network-uz3amlajn58f8lg5/wish/jpoxajz3j1ryabPE
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17. EXTRA -CURRICULAR CLUBS – AUTUMN TERM 2026  
The following extra-curricular clubs will be running this half-term. If your child would like to 
attend a club, they must collect a permission letter from relevant staff. The letter must be 
signed by a Parent/Carer and returned on their first attendance of the club. Please can students 
make a note of the start date of the clubs. Please note that there will be more clubs to follow 
and we will keep you updated. 
If your child has any questions they can speak to a member of the PE department. 
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