
 

Accelerated Reader Programme (Year 7) 

Overview 

The school has subscribed to Accelerated Reader to improve engagement with Year 7 reading. After 

your child has read a book, they can log on to the Accelerated Reader website and answer a brief 

series of questions which assesses their understanding of the book.  

Completing the quizzes reinforces the students understanding of the book and also allows their 

teacher to understand their reading strengths and weaknesses. Students will also be able to build up 

a reading log to look back upon, which will show them their reading journey. They can also win prizes 

for completing the most number of quizzes and making the most improvement.  

The link to completing the quizzes is below: 

https://ukhosted55.renlearn.co.uk/2578400/  

Your child will have their username and password in their diaries.  

 

How does it work? 

Children will take a STAR Reading assessment that uses computer-adaptive technology. Questions 

continually adjust to your child’s responses. If the child’s response is correct, the difficulty level is 

increased. If the child misses a question, the difficulty level is reduced. The test uses multiple-choice 

questions and takes approximately 20 minutes to complete. 

After undertaking this assessment the class teacher is then provided with a range of information 

related to your child’s reading ability. This includes: their reading age, the difficulty range of books 

that your child should be reading (ZPD) and how children can be supported to improve their reading 

comprehension. In independent literature-based reading, ZPD is the range of books that will challenge 

a child without causing frustration or loss of motivation. Your child will receive a ZPD range after taking 

a STAR Reading test. It’s important for children to read with a high degree of comprehension and 

within their ZPDs. 

Teachers and librarians help your child choose books at an appropriate readability level that are 

challenging without being frustrating, ensuring that your child can pass the quiz and experience 

success. 

According to research, children who read at least 35 minutes a day with a 90% comprehension rate 

(average percent correct) on AR quizzes see the greatest gains. Therefore, your child should have at 

least 35 minutes set aside for reading every day. 

As with anything, performance improves with practice. Encourage your child to read at home. Create 

a culture of reading in your household by reading with your child, starting a home library, visiting your 

local library or bookstore on a regular basis, letting your child see you reading, and discussing books 

that each of you has read. When reading with your child, stop and ask questions to be sure your child 

is comprehending what is read. Reading with your child, no matter what the child’s age, is an 

https://ukhosted55.renlearn.co.uk/2578400/


important part of developing a good reader, building a lifelong love of reading and learning, and 

creating a loving relationship between you and your child. Make learning a family affair! 

How is my child’s goal / target set?  

Accelerated Reader goals are set using a points system. Goals / targets are set using a child’s ZPD level 

and the time provided for reading practice, this ensures each child’s target is personalised and relevant 

to their individual ability in reading. 

How are book points allocated?  

Every book that has an Accelerated Reading Practice Quiz is given a point value. Points are computed 

based on the difficulty of the book (ATOS readability level) and the length of the book (number of 

words). For example, the Horrid Henry books, which are about 5,135 words long and have an average 

ATOS book level of 3.3, are 1.0-point books. Harry Potter and The Philosopher’s Stone is 77,325 words 

long and has an average ATOS book level of 6.0, is a 12-point book. 

There are over 160,000 Accelerated Reader quizzes available! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


