
Crime and Deviance - Items Exam Questions 
 

Paper Item A Item B 

SAM 1 

 

From Item A, examine one strength of research using 

official statistics on crime. [2 marks] 
 

From Item B, identify and describe the method used by 

Frances Heidensohn including what you know of her 

perspective on female criminal behaviour. [4 marks] 

SAM 2 

 

From Item A, examine one weakness of using police 

recorded crime statistics in research. [2 marks] 

 

From Item B, identify and describe one example of a 

criminal act which Cohen believed was typical of 

delinquent subcultures, including what you know of his 

sociological perspective. [4 marks] 

2019 

 

From Item C, examine one weakness in the research. [2 

marks] 

 

From Item B, identify and describe the one way in which 

Becker argued that behaviour can be labelled as deviant, 



including what you know of his perspective on deviance. 

[4 marks] 

2020 

 

From Item A, examine one weakness of the research. [2 

marks] 

 

From Item B, identify and explain one factor which may 

explain why some people use illegitimate means of 

achieving their goals, including what you know of 

Merton’s perspective. [4 marks] 

2021 

 

From Item A, examine one strength of the research.        

[2 marks] 

 

From Item B, identify and describe one reason why 

working-class boys develop status frustration according 

to Cohen, including what you know of his sociological 

perspective. [4 marks] 

2022 

 

From Item A, examine one weakness of using 

government-reported statistics to research youth crime.       

[2 marks] 

 

From Item B, identify and describe the research method 

used by Carlen, including what you know of her 

perspective on female criminality. [4 marks] 



2023 

 

From Item A, examine one strength of the research.       

[2 marks] 

 

From Item B, identify and explain one reason why 

women commit less crime than men according to 

Heidensohn, including what you know of her perspective 

on female criminality. [4 marks] 
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