Skills and Practice

Before you start

Make stire you kriow the structure of the exam paper you will be taking, so you are
completely familiar with the format.

 If you will be faced with a choice of questions for each text that you have
studied, make sure you know how many to answer.

¢ Consider carefully the questions with which vou are presented. There may be
buliet points provided as guldarice for each of the questions,

@ Ask yourself, ‘Which question do | fee] most confident about answering?’ and
‘Which guestion do | feel | could answer fully with supporting evidence?’

Understanding the question

To answer any question that you have been set or Un sac de billes, you first need
ta‘uniock’ it. Be methodical in your approach and highlight the key words in the
fuestion. What exactly are you being asked 1o do? Does the question have rmiore
than ane companent? If the question is 2 twie-part question, you will need to address
bath parts of the question in your answer to access the full range of marks avallable.

Consider the following key words and phrases which are osten used in exam
questions:

Explarez (Explore) means consider and write abollt all the different aspects of
something. This s mare often used in AS questions.

Analysez (Analyse) means consider, write about and evaluate all the different
aspects of something. Tais is more often used in A-Level questions.

Examinez (Examine) means consider and write about how something is presented.
Expliguez (Explain) means consider and write about the reasons for the
presentation of something.

Commentez (Comment upon) means consider and make observations on the
aspects cf something.

Dans quelle mesure... (To what extent ...) means conslder and write about how
far something is shown, or how far Yyou agree with 2 critical comment upan the text

you have studied, For example, Dans quelle mesure Iz survis de jo et Maurice est-
elle le résuitat de leur débrouilfartise?

Démontrez (Demonstrate) means show how something is presented, and
comment upon the presentation and its effectiveness.

Par guels moyens... (By what means ...) means write abouit the different ways in
which something is presented, and comment on their effectiveness.

T

Quel est le rdle de... (What is the role of ...) means consider not Just a character,
but alsc his or her function and contribution to the novel. What does the character
do? Why is the character important? Why has the character been included in the
novel? What themes might the character embody?

Quel est I'impact de... (What is the impact of ...) means consider and write about
the effect of something. What are the consequences? What is the contribution of
something to the novel? How effective is it?

Tips for assessment

Remember, you are being asked to answer a specific question. You are not being asked
to write all that you know about Un sac de billes
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Considérez la question suivante:

Faites le portrait de Jo. Dans queile mesure est-ce qu'il a changé a la fin
du roman?

Vous pouvez utiliser les points suivants:

* nos premiéres impressions de o avant de quitter Paris

« son tempérament et son comportement

* saréaction aux événements

¢ Jo devant le salon de coiffure & la fin du roman et Jo 'adulte.

TS T T ——————— =
a) Qusls sant les mots clefs de la question?
b) Quiest-ce qu'il faut faire pour répondre a la question?
€) Comment est-ce que les paints suggérés vont vous aider?
* Quels sont les mots clefs dans les points?
* Comment pouvez-vous utiliser ces points pour préparer un plan?
d) Y a-t-it d'autres éléments & prendre en considération?

e ———
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Planning your answer

The plan

If you plan your essay carefully, you are more likely to stick to the task that has been
set, i.e. the question you have chosen to answer.

The bare bones of your plan might look like this:

strate in summary that the question has been answered

*
"
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Reconsidérez la question de Factivité 1 (nage 93). Faites un plan pour montrer
comment vous eliez y répondre.

Tips for assessment

Use the method which works best for you.

There are .mo<m3_ ways in which you can organise your ideas when planning an answer
toa ncwma_oz. Make sure you use different types when you are revising, in order to find
out which works best for you or whether one type suits a particular type of question.

List of points to include

‘You might wish to make a list of the points you want to make, along with a brief note
of the evidence or example you intend to use as support. It is 2 good idea to write
your notes in French. Not only will this save you time when writing these notes into
your essay, but it will ensure that you can remember the key French vocabulary
necessary to make your point.

Examinez la présentation de la famille Joffo. A part Jo et Maurice,
quelle est I'importance des autres membres de la famille?

This is what a list for this question might look like:

v Introduction — qui sont les membres de la famille Joffo et quels sont les liens
familiaux entre eux?

7 Jo - protagoniste, le narrateur du roman, tout est vu & travers ses yeux, il est le
point focal des événements, il perd son enfance  la suite de ses expériences.

v Maurice - partage les aventures avec Jo, protecteur de son frére cadet,
tempérament débrouillard.

v Le pére - a une influence protectrice, ses expériences de fuite sont similaires
2 celles de ses enfants, le seul membre de la famille & périr dans un camp
d'extermination.

7 Lameére - joue le rdle d'une mére typique, elle aussi a dil fuir & cause de la
persécution des Juifs dans le passé, son anniversaire 3 Nice fournit un des rares
moments de bonheur dans le roman.

v Henri-I'ainé des fréres Joffo, il arrive a faire libérer ses parents du camp de
transit & Pau.

« Albert - le plus optimiste des deux fréres ainés: 1...] il y a toujours quelque chose
a tenter’ (Chapter 6).

v Rosette - fa sceur, offre un asile trés temporaire quand Jo et Maurice se réfugient
a Ainay-le-Vieil.

7 Considération de I'importance des membres de la famille (& part Jo et Maurice).

v Une décision, avec justification, sur le membre de la famille jugé le plus
important.




:

Be careful not to get carried away when quoting: often just a few words can be more
effective than a long sentence. Imagine you are writing a point in answer to the
following exam-style question.

Examinez comment Joffo nous rappelle I'innocence enfantine de Jo
dans Un sac de blljes.

As an instarice of Jo behaving like a child, you might choose to describe his raaction
when he reaches the sea for the first time: ‘Nous avons couru, sauté, dansé, crié,
nous étlons Ivres de jole et de Iiberté. Cette fois-cl, ¢a y était, nous I‘avions
retrouvée, cette sacrée liberté” (Chapter 6). A good PEE paragraph with a succinct
quotation could be:

Lauteur utilise I'arrivée de Jo et Maurice @ la piage pour | oplanson

Point ,/Ir rious rappeler que ce sont, aprés tout, toujours des enfants.
s sont ray . Ledr joie s
Evidence ar e -

_ vvider
development
and observation
m:m:l:ﬂ relevance

The best way to ensure relevance is to stick to your plan. Ask yourself: do the
poirts address the question? Reject any which do niot, or change them to tighten
their focus on your chosen question. Maintain a focus throughout the essay on the
specific question that has been set.

Checking

It is important that you leave yourself five minutes once you have finished your essay
o check through what you have written. Check the following carefully:

¢ spelling (especially of key vocabulary items)

e gender

* tenses (e.g. verb endings, auxiliary verbs, verb sequences, infinitives)

e adjectival agreements.

What not to do

X Do not write a lengthy introduction. Make sure it addresses the question, but
succinctly. Announce the overall point of your essay.

X Do not write lengthy paragraphs about the context or the background of the
novel. Use this information only where it supports your answer and is backed up
with evidence from the text itself,

X Do not go into the exam with a pre-learned answer or a prepared list of points
about the novel. Only use points relevant to the question.

X Do not use language that may be fancy but serves no purpose in making a point
in your essay. These are wasted words which may detract from the arguments
you are trying to convey.

Achieving the best marks

To access the highest marks for your essay in the exam you will need to:

= show a perceptive and critical understanding of the book’s themes and ideas

» show a pertinent and convincing response to the text

« select evidence which is appropriate, detailed and sustained

» make references to context which are relevant and supported by textual evidence

* use a variety of language and structures in your response in French which show
understanding and control of meaning

+ make sure spelling and grammatical knowledge are accurate.

In practice, therefore, you need to show that you have understood the novel on more
than one level. On the surface, Un sac de billes is a fairly simple story which focuses on
the adventures of two young boys as they journey through France during the German
occupation in World War II. A deeper reading shows that it is also an exploration of the
decisions that need to be made in the situations in which people find themseives during
a regime of oppression and fear. it also highlights the enforced ending of childhood
innocence. You need to explain this using appropriate and accurate target language.

Useful phrases

to introduce your argument: - d'abord; premiérement; & premiére vue
to link a series of points together: d'abord; ensune; enfin; premiérement; deuxiémement
to introduce a new subject: &.propos de: en e qul concame

to give an example: notamment; par exemple

to glve an explanation: autrement dit; c'est:a-dire

to explain why: parce que; puisgue; & cause de

to give an opinion: 2 mon avs; guant a mol;, personnaliament

to argue an opposite view: - cependant; par contre; néanmains

to concede a point: bien que {+ subjunctive); en dépit de

to sum up: - bref; ansomme

to conclude: finaiement; ainsi




Sample questions
AS

Examinez le rdle et la contribution des ‘sauveurs inattendus’ dans Un sac de billes.
Vous pouvez utlliser les points suivants:

e qui sont les 'sauveurs inattendus’

e leur rdle dans le roman

* s, & votre avis, Jo et Maurice auraient survécu sans leur aide ou non.

n Démontrez comment Joffo suscite de la sympathie pour la famille Joffo dans le roman.
Vous pouvez utiliser les points suivants:

« les événements clefs auxquels les membres de la famille doivent faire face

« la séparation épisodique des membres de la famille

« |aperte de 'enfance de Jo et Maurice

« |'absence 3 la fin du roman du pére Joffo.
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Par quels moyens est-ce que Joffo présente et renforce le théme du courage dans son
roman?

Vous pouvez utiliser les points suivants:

» la présentation du théme & travers les protagonistes

« [e renforcement de ce théme par les actions de Jo et Maurice

= [a présentation du théme 2 travers les personnages secondaires
« comment ce théme est renforcé suite aux événements du roman.
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A Level

]‘mxmaﬁmN comment Joffo utilise les &vénements réels pour renforcer la vraisemblance
de son récit.

Quels en sont les désavantages?

a Quels sont les avantages pour Joffo de présenter son récit a la premiére personne? 1.'
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mmeSmNoo:_Em::o&mm.nm:x@&:mam:mn:mmmam_,o:_mzﬁm:a.m‘_oﬁ3._93. >
votre avis, qu'est-ce qui I'aide a survivre dans cette période?

e ————r T o —

n ‘Dans la nuit sans lumigre, dans les rues désertes a I'heure ol le couvre-feu allait
bientdt sonner, nous disparimes dans les ténébres. C'en était fait de I'enfance’.
{Chapter 3)

Expliquez ce que veut dire Jo ici et comment ses mots reflétent ce qui se passe tout au
long du reste du roman.

TR & v e




Sample answers
AS sample answer 1

Expliquez I'importance de deux épisodes dans la fuite de Jo et Maurice dans
Un sac de billes.

Vous pouvez utiliser les points suivants:
* une identification de chaque épisode
* e catalyseur de chaque épisode i
* les conséquences de chaque épisode

* Iimpact de chaque épisode sur les protagonistes.
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A direct statement of intent to

Qunﬁ__momnwﬂnn u.gsn&#aﬂﬁngn%ﬂ%uﬁwﬂ& - BATIE TR Spisaies, with

; T e A B = e : a personal justification of the
quimese arts aie e reste. s peronl st
; _n g%hnagg Ie train &n jgnawﬁoa_am:nmﬁgza

£ the first episcde to bediscussed.
Provides relevant background
to the episode, but it is a little
wordy.
Sound personal justification of
¥ il E—_the importance of the episode

and its impact on characters
aﬂ&aﬁr premitre fois ea_a 85 n&ﬂwa&asa?s&q
i M= Good use of a quotation as

e -~ supporting evidence.

.n mm ) _m et -~ Good development of the initial

point.
e oS e
. s ..Aol! Further justification of the
importance of the episode as a
vehicle for conveying theme,
Second episode clearly
identified.
Succinct contextualisation of the
episode.
Sound justification of the

Uup with a relevant quotation.
Second reason for the
importance of the episode, with
personal viewpoint.

Brief but effective summary of
what has been said

ehm s

importance of the episode, backed
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Commentary

The level of critical response is very good. The language used reads well and without
contrivance. Focus on the question is maintained throughout. Personal justification is
evident and shows perceptive understanding of the text. Examples are well chosen
and used appropriately. Quotations have been carefully selected to support the
points which are made. The answer is both relevant and convincing.

AS sample answer 2

Examinez le théme de la fuite et de la poursuite dans le roman. Vous pouvez
utiliser les points suivants:

e comment |‘auteur introduit, développe et renforce le théme
« comment le théme se manifeste a travers les événements
« comment le théme se manifeste & travers les protagonistes
« l'importance du théme pour le roman.

T -l = ™

The essay starts straight in
without preamble and without
wasting words.

Shows how the theme is =i i
supported and reinfarcad

The supporting quotation is too
long. It would have the same \‘ o-. -
impact if it started at ‘C'est la
chasse[..].

Summarises whal hizs bean
said so far, but also shows il
characters embady the theme.

The initial point is developed
well and extended here With
supporting textual evidence

Acknowledges the impact of
the theme from a personal
perspective

mettent & exécution Eﬁ.ﬁﬂaﬂanm?_w.
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A very strong final poirrt, which
has impact and mainteins focus
on the question.

Veplogue auen @a&aazs_g dés couxon ‘omne.
poivait plus étre siir de rien’, wgggﬁug usn_w..
au cas ol on en Gurait besoin.

Incicates how the theme is
symbolised. This is perceptive.

Commentary

The answer shows a critical and perceptive understanding of how the theme
identified in the question manifests itself and is played out in the novel. Within the
word limit of approximately 300 words, the candidate uses examples which are
succinct and relevant, as well as appropriate quotations to back up the points which
have been made. The overall response reads convincingly.
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A Level sample answer 1

Quel est le théme le plus important du roman, & votre avis? Par quels moyens
est-ce que Joffo le présente et le renforce?

Clear statement of what the &
candidate believes, &Sﬁm% Bitfes est celui qui
Acknowledges how the thama \l'.

is presented through characters. J
Good examples, with an == >
appropriate supporting quotation.
Indicates haw the therme is e
reinforced using different
characters, again supported by a

relevant quotation. =iy
—

Focuses on how the theme is
developed through the main
protagonists.

Cigar #d applaprate exampies

of the theme, as seen in the
actions of Jo and Maurice.
Shows how the theme is -

developed and reinforced.

Good supparting Exampies, with
another appropriate quotation.

is not always dominant. A subtle
and perceptive point.

An interesting development in
the argument which shows how
contrast can highlight a theme.
Another very perceptive point.

A powerful final pairt which \v
b

reinforces the theme's impact
on the reader




Commentary

Maturely written and well argued. Examples are used appropriately to back up the
points which are made, and these are often supported by relevant and well-chosen
quotations. The answer shows critical perception and an engaged response to the
text. The language used to convey the points which are made is both varied and
highly effective, using a wide range of linguistic structures.

A Level sample answer 2

Analysez Iimpact des personnages secondaires dans le roman. Lequel enire
eux est, pour vous, le plus important dans la vie de Jo et Maurice?
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Direct acknowledgement of
Gct <— the inportance of secondary
characters

gl.ﬁmﬁ idernification of a group of
secondary characters.

Ingicates the impact ang
&ﬂ! contribution of secondary
characters tc overall themes of

A clear and corncise explanation
of the impact of these characters
. onthe lives Gf Jo and Maurice.

. Identifies a second group of key
o~ Secondary characters,
Texlui evidence is used
partizularly weil to support the
points which are made here,

Another judiciously selected set

, of examples, focusing on adult
secondary characters and their
impect and contribution to the
© novel.

Examples here are well \ Y

chosen and well supported
with quotations which are
appropriate and succinct.

well argued from a personal \‘
standpoint, with plenty of .

evidence to support the writer's
view and well-chosen and 3
effective quotations et des fettres de Farchevique camme preuve qu'lls e son 3
st |ul qui Incarne le théme du courage moral en demandant 1o
libération immédiate de jo et Maurice.
Commentary

A clear and well-structured response. The writer maintains a focus throughout on
the question which has been set. Examples are well- selected and supported with
appropriate textual evidence. A strong personal engagement with the material is
evident in the writing. The overall answer is perceptive and displays analyticel and
critical skill. The language used displays both a range of relevant vocabulary and a
wide variety of finguistic structures.




