
Summer 1 – Year 7  
History PLC 
Henry VIII 

 
Knowledge and Skills Check List (For students to R.A.G. rate) 

 
Red – emerging = I know some factual details about this topic, but without my book, this would be very challenging to recall and 
apply in my assessment. 
Amber – developing = I am quite confident that I know about some of the factual details, but I would still need to use my book 
to double check statistics and wider knowledge to apply in my assessment. 
Green – secure = I am confident and secure about this. I don’t need to refer to any notes. The grasp of the knowledge is 
excellent as I can refer to factual details with ease and apply these in my assessment. 
 

Topic / 
Enquiry 

Key knowledge 
and factual details 
about: 

 Key historical skills R.A.G Rating Check List 

   R          A          G 

Henry VIII 1. Why do we 
remember Henry 
VIII above other 
Kings and Queens 
in British history? 

• Good to identify and describe who the Monarchs were 
during the Early Modern period 

• Great to describe the characteristics of memorable and 
important monarch 

• Excellent to assess the significance of Henry VIII’s 
contributions in comparison to other British monarchs of the 
period 

    

2. How do we 
remember Henry 
VIII - a man or a 
monster? 

 

• Good to describe how Henry VIII wanted to be perceived 
• Great to use sources to explain Henry VIII’s personality and 

achievements  
• Excellent to reach a judgement about whether Henry VIII was 

a man or a monster 

   

3. What were the 
main religious 
ideas of the Tudor 
period? 

 

• Good to identify the main differences between Catholicism 
and Protestantism  

• Great to explain why Henry can be seen as both a Catholic 
and a Protestant 

• Excellent to evaluate how far Henry can be seen as a Catholic 

   

4. Did Henry VIII’s 

divorce lead to 

the Reformation? 

 

 

• Good to describe why Henry broke from the Church in Rome 
• Great to explain why Henry VIII’s divorce led to the 

Reformation in England 
• Excellent to assess the significance of Henry VIII in the wider 

European Reformation  

   

5. How did Henry 
VIII change 
religion in Tudor 
England? 

 

 

• Good to tell the story of the main religious events of Henry 
VIII’s reign.  

• Great to explain why Henry VIII left the Catholic church 
• Excellent to design a board game to revise the religious 

changes which occurred during Henry’s reign. 

   

6. “King Henry 
VIII’s reign was a 
reign of 
catastrophe”: Or 
was it? 

• Good to comprehend the arguments of L Wooding and T 
Barbican on Henry VIII’s reign 

• · Great to understand the wide range of evidence used by 
historians to frame their views  

• · Excellent to assess which interpretation of Henry VIII’s you 
agree with and why.  
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Topic / 
Enquiry 

Key knowledge 
and factual details 
about: 

 Key historical skills R.A.G Rating Check List 

   R          A          G 

7. What was the 
religious 
reformation and 
how did it impact 
life in Tudor 
England, 1483-
1603? 

• Good – to identify who the Monarchs were during the Tudor 
times. 
Great – to describe the events of the religious reformation 
and religious changes in England. 
Excellent – to assess their long-term significance for religion 
and life in England. 

   

8. Who were 
Henry VIII’s wives 
and what were 
the reasons for 
the marriages?  

• Good if you can state who Henry’s wives were. 
• Great if you can explain the reasons why he wanted to marry 

each wife. 
• Excellent if you can evaluate the reasons behind his actions 

to each wife. 

   

9. Was king Henry 
VIII’s reign a 
military success?  

•  Good to tell the story of the main military events of Henry 
VIII’s reign. 

• Great to complete a report assessing the military successes 
and failures of Henry VIII’s reign. 

• Outstanding to choose which interpretation of Henry VIII’s 
reign seems more appropriate using your own knowledge.  

   

 

 
 

 


